Alpha Lambda Gamma Chapter 
of the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society

What is Phi Theta Kappa? 
"The purpose of Phi Theta Kappa shall be to recognize and encourage scholarship among two-year college students. To achieve this purpose, Phi Theta Kappa shall provide opportunity for the development of leadership and service, for an intellectual climate for exchange of ideas and ideals, for lively fellowship for scholars, and for stimulation of interest in continuing academic excellence." ---www.ptk.org
What is Alpha Lambda Gamma?
We are the Phi Theta Kappa chapter of Leeward Community College located in Pearl City in the state of Hawaii. Our members consist of students from multiple backgrounds and different educational goals. However, we share the idea of academic excellence. We also know that knowledge alone is not as important as a desire to help others in addition to the desire of getting an education. Together, we encourage learning and service. We invite anyone interested in joining us in helping to support our campus and community. Contact us for more information such as membership requirements.

Membership in Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society will open new doors for your academic journey.  The organization offers a myriad of opportunities for scholarships, intellectual enrichment and personal development through programs based on Phi Theta Kappa's four hallmarks of Scholarship, Leadership, Service and Fellowship. 

Phi Theta Kappa members have the opportunity to earn recognition through award and scholarship opportunities. Many of our members enroll in Leeward's Honors Colloquium Program, thus become 'Double Honor Graduates'.

History

Phi Theta Kappa traces its beginnings to a Society that originated with six charter members under the name of Kappa Phi Omicron at Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri, in 1910. The Society continued to grow and in the spring of 1918 was one of many honorary groups in Missouri. At a meeting of the presidents of the Missouri junior colleges for women in 1918, it was decided to organize a new honorary society, chapters of which would have a common character, stand and similarity of organization. The name Phi Theta Kappa was chosen, and the Society was incorporated in Missouri as a national organization. Founders modeled many aspects of the new Society after the prestigious senior college honorary society, Phi Beta Kappa.

The eight charter colleges of Phi Theta Kappa were Hardin, Stephens, Christian, Lindenwood, Cottey, Howard Payne, William Woods and Central. The Alpha Chapter was established at Hardin College but was later moved to Stephens College when Hardin College became a baccalaureate granting institution. Today, Cottey College in Nevada, Missouri, is the only charter college with an active Phi Theta Kappa chapter.

For the first six years, Phi Theta Kappa confined its activity to women's junior colleges, but in 1924 through constitutional amendment, the field of activity was enlarged to cover all junior colleges. In 1926, Phi Theta Kappa expanded beyond the borders of Missouri and into coeducational institutions. The American Association of Junior Colleges (now know as the American Association of Community Colleges or AACC) recognized Phi Theta Kappa as the official honor society for two-year colleges in 1929.

In 1930, Margaret James (Mosal) became the first elected national president of Phi Theta Kappa while attending Whitworth College in Brookhaven, Mississippi. She became national secretary in 1935 and moved the records of the organization to her hometown of Canton. Mosal served as Phi Theta Kappa's chief executive for 50 years, retiring as Executive Director in 1985.

In the early years, Phi Theta Kappa membership was conferred to students at time of graduation and few programs and services were offered. The explosive growth of community colleges in the 1960s led Phi Theta Kappa to expand its mission to reflect the nurturing philosophy of the institutions it served. Students were inducted as freshmen and study programs were offered.

Follow Phi Theta Kappa's growth over the years in the timeline that follows highlighting the Society's milestone

Benefits

Membership in Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society guarantees you access to benefits that will recognize your outstanding academic accomplishments and provide you with the competitive edge that helps ensure future success. These benefits are unmatched by any other collegiate honor society.



Membership recognizes your academic success

· The Phi Theta Kappa Golden Key Membership Pin

· A Phi Theta Kappa Membership Certificate and ID Card

· Recognition during college induction ceremony

· The official Seal of Phi Theta Kappa placed on your college diploma*

· Notation of membership on your college transcript*

· Recognition by wearing Phi Theta Kappa Commencement Regalia during college graduation and other official ceremonies*

· A Press Release announcing your academic achievement



Membership empowers you with a competitive edge

· $37 million in scholarships for members only

· FREE enrollment in CollegeFish.org, a transfer and college completion planning tool

· FREE access to Five Star Competitive Edge, a personal and professional development plan for building marketable skills and an online portfolio

· FREE access to our Career Resource Center

· Opportunity to be published in Phi Theta Kappa's anthology, Nota Bene
· Opportunities to develop research and servant leadership skills by participating in Honors in Action programming in local chapter

· Opportunity to become part of a network of over 2.5 million fellow scholars and servant leaders on more than 1,270 campuses worldwide

· Increased pay grade for entry level federal jobs

· Personalized letters of recommendation for scholarships and employment

· Special benefits and offers from Phi Theta Kappa corporate partners

* Contingent on college policy.

